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Vikram kicked up 2 tonnes
of lunar dust, say scientists

The Hindu Burean
BENGALURL

Chandrayaan3s  lander
madube, Vikram, had gen-
erated an “ejecta halo™ on
the lunar surface while
making the historic touch-
down on the south pole of
the moon on August 23,

According to a new stu-
dy, Vikram raised hunar
dust and generated a
bright patch around tself
when it landed on the
TSR,

“Chandrayaan-3 Re-
sules: Om Auguse 23, 2003,
as it descended, the Chan-
drayaan-3 Lander Module
generated a spectacular
‘ejecta halo” of lunar mate-
rial. Scientists from NRSC/
BRO estimate that abouwt
206 tonmes of lunar epi re-
rolith were ejected and dis-
placed owver an area of
1084 m? around the land-
ing site,” BSRO posted on X.

These findings were pu-
blished in an article ted
Characterisation of Efecta
Hala on the Lunar Surface

Chandrayaan-3's Vikram
lander an the moon. 1550

Around  Chandrayaan-3
Vikram  Lander Using
OHRC Imagery in the Jour-
nal of the Indian Soclety of
Remode Sensing on October
26,

“The Vikram lander of
the Chandrayaan-1 mission
landed near the south pole
of the moon on August 23,
During the action of des-
cent stage thrusters and
the consequent landing, a
significant amount of hinar
surficial epd regolith mate-
rial got ejected, resulting in
a reflectance anomaly or
gjecta halo,” states the ab-
siract of the article, auth-

ored by Swat Singh, Pra-
kash Chauhan, Priyom
Roy, Tapas B. Martha and
lswar C. Das from ISROS
MNational Remote Sensing
Centre (MRSC), Hydera-
bad.

Images compared

The authors added that
they compared the pre-
and post-landing high-re-
spdution panchromatic im-
agery from arbiter high-re-
solution camera (OHRC) of
the Chandrayaan-2 orbiter,
acquired hours before, and
after the landing event,
and characterised this glec-
ta hale as an Irmegular
bright paich surrounding
the Lander.

India became the first
nation o touch down in
the moon's polar regon
when Chandrayaan-3's lan-
der module, with the rover
in its belly, successfully
made a soft landing on the
lunar surface. The lander
and the rover went to slesp
after the end of one lunar
day (1 Earth days).
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Arjun and Tilottama

secure quota for

———

Tilottama.

ASIAN SHOOTING
Sports Bureau

Arjun Babuta and Tilotta-
ma Sen added to the In-
dian collection of Olympic
quota for Paris, with silver
medals in air rifle in the
15th Aslan shooting cham-
pionship in Changwon, Ko-
rea, on Friday.

Arjun did it in style, as
he topped the qualification
with 633.4 but was beaten
to the gold by 0.9 point by
Sheng Lihao of China.

Olymplan and former
World No.l Divyansh Singh
Panwar also qualified
strongly but eventually
placed fourth.

Paris Olympics

Arjun.

Tilottama Sen had mis-
sed the Olympic quota in
the World Championship
despite a sterling perfor-
mance as Mehuli Ghosh
had won the quota then by
winning the bronze.

This time, Tilottama
missed the gold by 01
point to Kwon Eunji of Ko-
rea, but secured the Olym-
pic quota by winning the
silver. Ramita Jindal fol-
lowed with the bronze me-
dal. There were many
more medals for India in
the junior and youth sec-
tions, but what mattered
was the Olympic quota.

Indian shooters have so
far won 10 Olympic quota
places.
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Sheetal creates history as
India strikes it rich again

Armless teenage archer becomes first Indian woman to win two events in single edition of the

Games: shuttlers daim four golds and long jumpers two; country on the cusp of 100 medals

ASIAN PARA GAMES

Press Trust of India
HANGZHOU

eenaged armless

archer Sheetal De-

vi, who holds her
bow with her foot, became
the first Indian woman to
win two gold medals in a
single edition of the Asian
Para Games as the coun-
try's record haul swelled to
99 on the penultimate day
of competitions here on
Friday.

India won I7 medals, in-
cluding seven gold, on the
day to be placed fourth in
the overall standings with
99 medals (25 gold, 29 sil-
ver and 45 bronze) with
China (196 gold, 159 silver,
138 bronze) on top.

1t was a hat-trick of me-
dals for the 16-year-old
Sheetal, who has already
won gold in the compound
mixed team event and wo-
men's doubles silver.
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Phenom! Sheetal underfined her class with a winning deplay in the
individual compound event. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The teenager from Jam-
mu and Kashmir, who be-
came the first armless wo-
man to win a Para World
Archery  Championships
medal in July, defeated Sin-
gapore's Alim Nur Syahidah
144-142 in the individual
compound gold medal
match.

Pramod, Suhas reign

In badminton, reigning Pa-
ralympic champion Pra-
mod Bhagat secured gold in

the single SL3 category as
he outplayed compatriot
Nitesh Kumar 22-20, 21-19 in
the final.

Tokyo Paralympics silver
medallist Suhas Lalinakere
Yathiraj bettered his bronze
from the last edition by
winning gold in the SL4
final.

Thulasimathi
warded off the challenge
from Chinas Yang Qiuxia
by eking out a 21-19, 2119 to
clinch the yellow metal in

the women’s SUS final. In
men's doubles SL3-SLF4,
Nitesh and Tarun won gold.

In athletics, Raman Shar-
ma and Dharamraj Solairaj
daimed the men's 1500m
T38 and long jump T64
events. Raman reigned su-
preme with a new Asian
and Games record time of
4:20.80s, while Dharamraj
also broke the same two re-
cords by dearing a distance
of 6.80m.

Other medallists:
Athletics: Sibver: Pradecp
Kumar (men's F54 javeling;
bronze: Laxt (men's £54 javeln),
Lakshai (women's £37.38
discus), Mana (men's F37 shot
put).

Archery: Silver: Rakesh Kumar

Kumar {men's singles SL3);
Thulasmaths & Manasi Joshi
(women's doubles SL3-5U5),
Krishna Nagar {men's singles
SHB|, Chirag Baretha & Raj Kumar
(men's SUS doubles).
Swimming: Bronze: Suyash
Narayan Jadhav (men's $7 50m
butterfly].
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Draft poll rolls put number
of T.N. voters at 6.11 crore

The Sholinganallur Assembly constituency in Chengalpattu has the highest number of voters in

the State with 652065, whereas Kilvelur in Nagapattinam district has the lowest with 169030

CHENNAL

he Election Com-

mission of India

(EC1) published the
integrated draft electoral
rolls of Tamil Nadu on Fri-
day. According to them,
the electorate stands at ov-
er 6.11 crore, a few thou-
sand less than what it was
in the draft rolls published
this May.

The Integrated draft
rolls have been published
in all the districts in the de-
signated locations (mostly
polling booths which are
school buildings) and host-
ed in htps:;//www.elec-
tions.tn.gov.in, Chief Elec-
toral Officer Satyabrata
Sahoo told reporters. Two
coples would be handed
over to the recognised pol-
itical parties by the District
Election Officers, he said.
The total electorate in-
cludes 3,10,54,571 women,
3,00,68,610 men and 8,016
of the third gender.

The Sholinganallur As-
sembly constituency in
Chengalpattu district has
the highest number of vo-
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Chief Electoral Officer Satyabrata Sahoo releasing the integrated
drak electoral rolls for Tamil Nadu on Friday. SPEDAL ARRANGEMENT

ters in the State with
6,52,065, including
3,25,279 women and 10
from the third gender. Kil-
velur in Nagapattinam dis-
trict has the lowest num-
ber of voters with 1,69,030,
including 85,591 women
and three of the third
gender.

According to the inte-
grated draft rolls, a total of
137 persons are over 120
years of age, 381 are bet-
ween 110 and 119 years of
age, and 15,788 are bet-
ween 100 and 109 years of
age. Over 2.12 lakh are in
the 90-99 age group, 12.81
lakh are in the 80-89 age

group and 3912 lakh are in
the 70-79 age group.

Special campaigns
would be conducted on
November 4, 5, 18 and 19 at
the designated locations
(generally the polling
booths).

Forms for inclusion/de-
letion/linking of Aadhaar
with  EPIC/modification/
transposition of entries in
the electoral rolls would be
avallable at these loca-
tions. Filled-in forms can
be submitted there.

Asked about the issue of
double entry in the rolls,
Mr. Sahoo said a software
would detect such entries

and a registered post
would be sent to verify the
residence of such persons.
“If there is no reply, the
booth-level officer will give
a report based on which
action would be taken," he
said. Mr. Sahoo said the
number of polling booths
had been increased ap-
proximately by 100.

To a question, Mr. Sa-
hoo said that of the total
6.11 crore voters, the first-
time voters or those in the
18-19 age group were 3.94
lakh, including 2.18 lakh
men and 1.75 lakh women.
Those who completed I7
years of age and would be
completing 18 years on Ja-
nuary 1, April 1, July 1, and
October 1, 2024 could ap-
ply in Form-6 for inclusion,
and their names would be
included soon after they
turned 18.

In January this year, the
total electorate of the State
was 6.20 crore when the
annual final rolls were pu-
blished and the number
fell by eight lakh and stood
at more than 6.12 crore
when the draft rolls were
published in May this year.
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Li Kegiang, China’s reformist Premier sidelined by Xi, dies

The Communist Party in a statemnent praised Li as an excellent CPC member. a time-tested and loval communist soldier and an outstay

roletarian revolutionist’ Li represented loosely a politics

that spoke to continued momentum in China’s reform and opening up, and a firm focus on the economy, incuding the private sector, which had emerged as a lynchpin of China's growth and jobs

Ananth Krishnan

i Kegiang, who
served as China's
Premier for a de-
cade and was seen by ma-
ny in his country as one of
the last remaining refor-
mist politicians in an era of
increasing political central-
isation, died early on Fri-
day after a sudden heart at-
tack. He was 68
News of the death of Li,
who went into early retire-
ment at last November's
Communist Party congress
following a clean sweep of
top party posts by allies of
President  Xi Jinping,
brought an owtpouring of
grief on Chinese social me-
dia.
The Communist Party in
a statement praised Li as
“an excellent CPC mem-

ber, a time-tested and loyal
communist soldier and an

ing at its core, cared about
the development of the
Party and the countrys
cause, and firmly support-
ed the construcdon of
clean government and the
fight against corruption,”
said an official statement.

If Li had during his rwo
terms as Premier been
careful o publicly support
M. Xi, in truth, he had lit-
tle choice bur o do so, gi-
ven Mr. XI's rapid accumu-
lation of power over the
party and military. Even
the official ehimary state-
ment from the CPC made it
a point to menton Mr. Xi's
name six times, and cited
among Lis achievements
his “adherence™ to Mr. Xi's
leadership.

Different

Yet, differences between
the two leaders — from
their political styles to pol-

e
wolutionist, staiesman and
leader of the Party and the
state.” “After retiring from
his leadership position, he
firmly embraced and sup-
ported the leadership of
the CPC Ceniral Commit-
tee with Comrade Xi Jinp-
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icy - were
stark and something of an
open secret in Beljing. Li
‘was the pragmaric techno-
crat, while Mr. Xi brought
back the focus on ideclogy.
Li represented loosely a
‘politics that spoke i cont-
nued momentum in Chi-

na's reform and opening
up, and a firm focus on the
econcmy, including the
private sector, which had
emerged as a lynchpin of
Chinas growth, jobs and
innovation. In his last press
conference as Premier in
March 2022, Li declared
that reform and opening
were irreversible like “the
Yellow river and Yangize
river which will not flow
backward™, comments that
struck a chord with the pu-
blic at the time, three years
harsh COVIDA® res-
wrictions, closed borders
and regulatory interven-
tions that had dampened
economic  sentiment. In
2020, when China's State
media was celebrating Mr.
Xi for eliminating extreme
poverty, Li drew praise for
reminding, during his an-
'l press conference, that
there were 600 million
Chinese earning less than
SH0 & month.

Neither was it lost on
the Chinese public when
Mr. Xi was calling for conti-
nued pendemic  resiric-
tions — until rare public
protesis in November last
vear bronght 3 sudden end

o them — Li chose o ap-
pear in public without
wearing a face mask and
convened an online meet-
ing of 1 lakh officials to em-
phasise the importance of
Jobs and growth amid mass
lockdowns. The Peoples
Daily chose 1o blank out
coverage of the meeting
from Its front page, relegat-
ing it to a short paragraph
in the inside pages.

Economics and law

Born in a rural county of
eastern Anhui province, Li
joined the Commumnist Par-
ty at the age of 21, in the
Last year of the Culmral Re-

Differing stance: Li Keqiang's sudden pazting, to woon into his
retirement, comes at a politically sensitive time for the party. AP

volution {1966-76). He was
among the first students
admitted to the elite Pek-
ing University when stu-
dents were allowed to re-
trn to campuses after
being “sent down to the
countryside™ by Mao. He
graduated with a degree in
law, and was the first Chi-
nese Premier with a back-
ground in economics and
law. The intellectual miliew
of Peking University in the
19805 10 some degree ex-
plained his more open pol-
itics even within the strait-
jacker of CPC politics.
Some of hs classmates
would become advocates

for political and legal liber-
alisation. Li, however, trod
4 more conservative path
and jumped headlong into
party politics through the
Communist Youth Leagne,
where his assoclation with
Mr. Xis predecessor Hu

Jintao

After stints in the pro-
vinces garnered him a pop-
ular reputation especially
among business leaders —
one blot was a major criss
in Henan where his go-
vernment covered up a
scandal of mass HIV trans-
mission through a blood
donation programme — Li
was initially pur forward as
the man o replace Mr. Hu.
However, Mr. Xi emerged
ahead of him at the 2007
Party congress, surprising
ohservers as he was ap-
pointed Vice President and
the anointed successor for
2012 in Li's stead.

“n 22, the party
wanted a strong leader,
and Li was not seen to be
that kind of persona,” ob-
served Ashok Kantha, who
was India’s Ambassador to
China between 204 and
206, “Yes, there were
achievements in the Jiang

Zemin and Hu Jintao years,
but ako a feeling that cor-
muption had gone out of
contrel and there was drift
in the system. That was the
context in which Xi took
over. Perhaps they didn't
bargain for the ruthless-
ness that Xi has later
shown,

Focus on

Taking over as Premier in
2013, Li did not rock the
political boar and focused
on running the economy.
Yet even in economic deci-
sion-making, his power
was quickly diminished as
Mr. Xi ended the “collec-
tive leadership” system.
Unlike his predecessors
Zhu Rongji and Wen Jiz-
bao, Li had line say ineco-
nomic policy-making
which was moved out from
the State Council, or
VEIMMENt, 10 one of sever-
al new Party Committees
‘headed by Mr. Xi.

Li was praised by the
leadership for choosing 1o
make the “sacrifice” and
retire in November last
year although he was eligi-
ble for another five-year
term on the Polithuro
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Standing Committee. His
sudden passing, so soon in-
1o his retirement, comes at
a polirically sensitive time
for the party, shortly after
the shocking removals of
the Foreign Minister and
Defence Minister, bath of
whom were appointed by
M. Xi, barely a few months
into their terms. As with
the passing of former Presi-
dent Jiang last year, the
party will likely hold a big
enough state funeral m
give the public space m

grieve.

The passing of popular
political leaders has, in
Chinese politics, often be-
come a rallying point for
those displeased with cur-
rent policies, most notably
in 1989, On Friday, posts
on social media in China
‘were being carefully moni-
toved and restricted, and
some videos of Li were be-
ing deleted although post-
ing links to official announ-
cements of his death was
being permitted.

Li is survived by his wife
Cheng Hong, a wellknown
academic in China and
professor of English lirera-
ture, and one daughter.


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

80% of India’s urban
population has access to
high-speed Internet: PM

Internet connectivity and speed increases ease of living, savs Modi and praises operators for rapid

rollout of 5G services across the country; savs India is moving towards becoming a leader in 6G

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi on Fri-

day hailed telecom
operators” progress in
spreading 5G coverage in
urban centres, saying that
over 80% of India’s urban
population now had access
to the high-speed technol-
OgY.

“Within a year of 5G
launch, about 4 lakh 5G
base stations have been
built in India," he said at
the seventh India Mobile
Congress event here.

“Improving  Internet
connectivity and speed is
not just about rankings and
numbers,” the Prime Mi-
nister said, after mention-
ing Indian networks' jump
in global mobidle data speed
rankings. “Improving In-
ternet connectivity and
speed also increases ease
of living.. _it becomes ea-
sier for the student to con-
nect with his teacher on-
line, the patient has a
seamless experience while
connecting to his doctor
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In focus: Prime Minister Narendra Modi arriving for the india Mobile
Congress in New Delhi on Friday. SHASH SHEGAR KASHAP

for telemedicine [and] tou-
rists can easily use online
maps to find a location.”

*Not a stain on rollout’
“We are not only rapidly
expanding 5G in India, but
are also moving towards
becoming a leader in the
field of 6G," Mr. Modi said,
referring to research ef-
forts in India to standar-
dise the next generation of
telecommunications.

In a jibe at the contro-

versy surrounding the 2G
scam, he said: “What hap-
pened here during 2G,
maybe the new generation
will not know... 4G expand-
ed In our period but there
is not a single stain on that
technology s roflour™

The Prime Minister
pointed to a rise in domes-
tic electronics manufactur-
Ing as a success, and point-
ed to tech giants Apple and
Samsung’s smartphone as-
sembly in India as an ex-

ample. He also cited Goo-
gle’s plans to assemble its
flagship Pixel lineup in In-
dia. “Today, we are export-
ing about 2 lakh crore in
electronics  manufactur-
ing,” he remarked.

Union Minister of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology Ashwini Vaish-
naw told reporters on the
sidelines of the event that
even the component ma-
nufacturing ecosystem was
taking shape in India, with
camera modules for Apple
coming together in India
soon. “The value addition
is Increasing rapidly,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said, citing the
fact that Google designs
semiconductor chips that
g0 into Its Pixel smart-
phones in India.

Mr. Modi made a pitch
to secure electronics sup-
ply chains, a likely refe-
rence to Chinese domi
nance In  electronics
assembly and manufactur-
ing. “It is... necessary to
discuss how we can make
the democratic societies of
the world safe from trou-
blemakers,” he warned.
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